
The Reality of Food Scarcity in Madhya Pradesh: Is It a Glimpse or Not?
Authors : Kalyan Sundar Som, Ghanshyam Prasad Jhariya
Abstract : Population growth is an important pervasive phenomenon in the world. Its survival depends upon many daily needs
and food is one of them. Population factors play a decisive role in the human endeavor to attain food. Nutrition and health
status compose integral part of human development and progress of a society. Therefore, the neglect any one of these
components may leads to the deterioration of the quality of life. Food is also intimately related with economic growth and
social progress as well as with political stability and peace. It refers to the availability of food and its access to it. It can be
observed from global to local level.  Food scarcity has emerged as a matter of great concern all  over the world due to
uncontrolled and unregulated growth of population .For this purpose this study try to find out the deficit or surplus production
of food availability in terms of their total population in the study area. It also ascertains the population pressure, demand and
supply of food stuff and demarcation of insecure areas.The data base of the study under discussion includes government
published data regarding agriculture production, yield and cropped area in 2005-06 to 2011-12 available at commissioner land
record Madhya Pradesh, Gwalior. It also includes the census of India for population data. For measuring food security or
insecurity regions is based on the consumption of net food available in terms caloric value minus the consumption by the
weighted total population. This approach has been adopted because the direct estimate of production and consumption is the
only reliable way to ascertain food security in a unit area and to compare one area with another (Noor Mohammad, dec. 2002).
The scenario in 2005-06 is 57.78 percent district has food insufficient in terms of their population. On the other hand after 5
years, there are only 22 % districts are deficit in term of food availability where Burhanpur is the most deficit (56 percent)
district. While 20% district are highly surplus district in the state where Harda and Hoshangabad districts are very high
surplus district (5 times and 3.95 times) in term of food availability(2011). The drastic change (agriculture transformation) is
happen due government good intervention in the agricultural sector.
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