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Abstract : A cultural festival is characterized by feasting and celebration, with a day or period that has been set aside solely
for this reason. Often expressed by an organized series of acts and performances, it forms a very important part of man’s
cultural heritage. Nigeria is a country with many ethnic groups and diverse languages. Each of these ethnic groups has a
plethora  of  festivals  that  depict  their  culture  which  is  exhibited  in  many forms ranging from dancing to  feasting  and
celebration. Being a very important aspect of man’s life, it is pertinent to document and optimally harness it. However, there is
a significant decline of these practices in some areas in Nigeria while some areas have registered a total loss of same. It is the
aim of this paper therefore, to appraise the factors responsible for this and also, to project ways of resuscitating these festivals
which by the way are viable tools for revenue generation through tourism. Not only do festivals serve as a source of revenue,
they also aid in national integration which in turn further enhances sustainable development. The interest of this paper will
focus on the Kuteb people of Taraba State and the Idoma people of Benue State. The methodologies applied include primary
(oral interviews) and secondary (consultation of written records on the subject matter) sources of data. It finally concludes by
comparing the approaches that are in use by the ethnic groups in Nigeria who have successfully preserved this aspect their
culture and suggestions are made as to how to apply same approaches to these two communities that form the subject of this
paper.
Keywords : festival, cultural heritage, Nigeria, national integration, sustainable development
Conference Title : ICCHT 2015 : International Conference on Cultural Heritage and Tourism
Conference Location : Paris, France
Conference Dates : January 23-24, 2015

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Humanities and Social Sciences

Vol:9, No:01, 2015

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 H
um

an
iti

es
 a

nd
 S

oc
ia

l S
ci

en
ce

s 
Vo

l:9
, N

o:
01

, 2
01

5 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/2

17
69

.p
df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 9(01) 2015 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/21769.pdf

