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Abstract : There is wider agreement among the scholars of political science and public administration that transparency and
accountability constituted one of the most crucial ingredients of good governance. In addition democratic government is
expected to be accountable and responsive to the wishes and aspirations of the people. In Nigeria, after more than fifteen years
to the handover of power to the civilian administration, the leaders has not been at their best, as people’ expectations for
nation building, socio-economic progress and better opportunities has been dashed by high level corruption, rising insecurity,
absence of the rule of law and lack of transparency and accountability. The objective of this paper is to examine the prospects
and challenges of transparency and accountability in Nigeria’s democratic governance. The study utilizes secondary data for
this purpose. The study is of the view that the enormous task of dealing with the issue of corruption, insecurity and promotion
of ethics and accountability in Nigeria lies not only in effective oversight of the executive by the legislative bodies, respect for
the rule of law and an independent judiciary, but also in the ability of the citizens, civil society organizations and other
associations to hold elected and appointed officials accountable.
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