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Abstract : Literature has increasingly acknowledged the important role that grandparents play in child care with evidence
highlighting differences in grand-parental investment between countries and cultures. However, there are very few systematic
cross cultural studies on grandparents’ participation in child care. Thus, we decided to conduct this study in Zambia and the
Netherlands because the two countries differ rather drastically socially and culturally. The objective of this study was to
investigate grand-parental involvement in child care in Zambia and the Netherlands. In line with the general objective, four
hypotheses were formulated using nationality, family size, social economic status (SES), attachment security as independent
variables. The study sample consisted of 411 undergraduate students from the University of Zambia and the University of
Leiden. A questionnaire was used to measure grand-parental involvement in child care. Results indicated that grandparent
involvement in child care was prevalent in both Zambia and Netherlands. However, as predicted it was found that Zambian
grandparents (M = 9.69, SD=2.40) provided more care for their grandchildren compared to their Dutch counterparts (M =
7.80, SD=3.31) even after controlling for parents being alive. Using hierarchical logistic regression analysis the study revealed
that nationality and attachment-related avoidance were significant predictors of grand-parental involvement in child care. It
was concluded that grand-parental care is a great resource in offering complementary care in both countries.
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