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Abstract : The survey on pesticide use pattern was carried out by interviewing farmers growing chill in open fields and poly
houses based on the questionnaire prepared to assess their knowledge and practices on crop cultivation, general awareness on
pesticide recommendations and use. Education levels of poly house farmers are high compared to open field farmers, where
57.14% poly house farmers are high school educated, whereas 35% open field farmers are illiterates. Majority farmers use
nursery of 35 days and grow in <0.5 acre poly house in summer and rabi and < 1 acre in open field during kharif. Awareness
on pesticide related issues is varying among poly house and open field farmers with some commonality, where 28.57% poly
house farmers know about recommended pesticides while only 10% open field farmers are aware of this issue. However, in
general, all farmers contact pesticide dealer for recommendations, poly house farmers prefer to contact scientists (35.71%) and
open field farmers prefer to contact agricultural officers (33.33). Most farmers are unaware about pesticide classification and
toxicity symbols on packing. Farmers are aware about endosulfan ban, but only 21.42% poly house and 11.66% open field
farmers know about ban of monocrotofos on vegetables. Very few farmers know about pesticide residues and related issues,
but know washing helps to reduce contamination.
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