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Abstract : The studies concentrated on the historical background of Van show the fact that Van has had a significant position
as a settlement since ancient times and that it has hosted many civilizations during history. With the dominance of Ottoman
Empire in 16th century, the region had been re-constructed by building new walls at the southern side of Van Castle. These
construction activities had mostly been fulfilled by the usage of adobe which had been a fundamental material for thousands of
years. As a result of natural disasters, battles and the move at the threshold of 20th century to the new settlement which is 9
kilometers away from the Ancient City Van is an open-air museum with the ruins of churches, mosques and baths. In this study,
the usage of adobe in historical structures of Van city is evaluated in detail.
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