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Abstract : Van province which has a very rich historical heritage is located in eastern part of Turkey, between Lake Van and
the Iranian border. Many civilizations prevailing in Van until today have built up many historical structures such as castles,
mosques, churches, bridges, baths, etc. In 2011, a devastating earthquake with magnitude 7.2 Mw, epicenter in Tabanh
Village, occurred in Van, where a large part of the city locates in the first-degree earthquake zone. As a result of this
earthquake, 644 people were killed; a lot of reinforced, unreinforced and historical structures were badly damaged. Many
historical structures damaged due to this earthquake have been restored. In this study, the damages observed in Seven
churches (Yedi Kilise) after 2011 Van earthquake is evaluated with regard to architecture and civil engineering perspective.
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