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Abstract : In this study we compare the profiles of transitory hybrid entrepreneurs and persistent hybrid entrepreneurs to
determine how they differ. Hybrid entrepreneurs (HEs) represent a significant share of entrepreneurial activity yet little is
known about them. We define HEs as individuals who are active as entrepreneurs but do no support themselves primarily by
their enterprise. Persistent HEs (PHEs) are not planning to transition to fulltime entrepreneurship whereas transitory HEs
(THESs) consider it probable. Our results show that THEs and PHEs are quite similar in background. THEs are more interested
in increasing their turnover than PHESs, as expected, but also emphasize self-fulfillment as a motive for entrepreneurship more
than PHEs. The clearest differences between THEs and PHEs are found in their views on how well their immediate circle
supports full-time entrepreneurship, and their views of their own entrepreneurial abilities and the market potential of their
firm. Our results support earlier arguments that hybrids should be considered separately in research on entrepreneurial entry
and self-employment.
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