
Advanced Nurse Practitioners in Clinical Practice - a Leadership Challenge
Authors : Mette Kjerholt, Thora Grothe Thomsen, Connie Bøttcher Berthelsen, Bibi Hølge Hazelton
Abstract : Academic nursing is a relatively new phenomenon in Denmark. Leadership and management training in nursing
does not prepare Danish nurse leaders to become leaders for nurses with academic background, and some leaders may feel
estranged with including this kind of nursing staff in clinical settings. Currently there is a debate regarding what academic
nurses can contribute with in clinical practice, and some managers express concern regarding whether this will lead to less
focus on clinical practice and more focus on theoretical issues that may not seem so relevant in a busy everyday clinical
setting. The paper will present the experiences of integrating three advanced nurse practitioners with Ph.D. degrees (ANP) in
three different clinical departments at a regional hospital in Denmark with no prior experiences with such profiles among its
staff.
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