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Abstract : In emerging economies, recycling is an opportunity for the cities to increase the lifespan of sanitary landfills,
reduce the costs of the solid waste management,  decrease the environmental problems of the waste treatment through
reincorporate waste in the productive cycle and protect and develop people’s livelihoods of informal waste pickers. However,
few studies  have  analysed  the  possibilities  and  strategies  to  integrate  formal  and  informal  sectors  in  the  solid  waste
management for the benefit of both. This study seek to make a strength, weakness, opportunity, and threat (SWOT) analysis in
three recycling associations of Bogotá with the aim to understand and determine the situation of recycling from perspective of
informal sector in its transition to enter as authorized waste providers. Data used in the analysis are derived from multiple
strategies such as literature review, the Bogota’s recycling database, focus group meetings, governmental reports, national
laws and regulations and specific interviews with key stakeholders. Results of this study show as the main stakeholders of
formal and informal sector of waste management can identify the internal and internal conditions of recycling in Bogotá.
Several strategies were designed based on the SWOTs determined, could be useful for Bogotá to advance and promote
recycling as a key strategy for integrated sustainable waste management in the city.
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