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Abstract : For several reasons and in different countries worldwide, there is an increasing difficulty of the States to finance
higher education. However, most societies consider education as a public good, so it should be a State obligation to provide
this service to citizens. In Portugal, over the last decades, state has diminished its contribution to public higher education and
the public higher education institutions started to look for alternative incoming sources, namely charging student’s taxes and
fees,  provision of  services to companies,  production of  applied research, search for sponsors,  configuring new forms of
fundraising. This financial policy can raise some concerns to the scientific and pedagogical autonomy of these institutions as
well as concerns in access and equity in higher education. For these reasons and in the scope of a PhD research in the area of
Economy of Education, a survey is taking place in all public higher education institutions in the Great Lisbon area that intends
to analyze and discuss the policy measures in each institution in the search for external financing. The research aims to
understand what these measures are and what implications they might have in the institution’s autonomy as well as in higher
education access by students from less favored backgrounds. The research uses a qualitative approach, namely through semi-
structured interviews to presidents,  directors and rectors of  each institution,  totalizing 50 interviews. In this paper are
discussed some of the results from the interviews made so far that present the subjects opinion about higher education finance,
the right to education, the search for fundraising and the possible consequences to the institution’s autonomy as well as some
literature on the state of the art.
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