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Abstract : Background: One of the health challenges developing countries face is air pollution from indoor and outdoor
activities. Smoke as a result of cooking, burning wastes and power generators litter the air space on a continual basis due to
poverty and governance challenges. The short and long term implications of these actions are enormous and studies have
attributed smoke as one of the leading preventable risk factors contributing to global burden of respiratory infections.
Design/Methods: The issue at hand therefore includes an exploration of the existing policy frameworks regarding smoke,
adherence to international conventions and practices, and more importantly the activities of the government in addressing
these issues. Aside this, an understanding of the implications of smoke on peoples’ health and well-being also become crucial.
Consequently, this article seeks to interrogate the effect of smoke on the health and well-being of Nigerians and the activities
of the policy makers in addressing these challenges. Results (Main Argument): This study reviewed both primary and
secondary data on poverty, smoke emission and attendant health risks coupled with existing policies on smoke and air pollution
in the country. For instance, over 69% of Nigerians are poor, ranking third in the world; 2.9 billion people live in homes using
wood, coal or dung as their primary cooking fuel; equally, 50.6% of Nigerians has no access to regular electricity supply.
Further, sustainable policy regarding smoke emission is lacking in the country. This work further submitted that continued low
standard of living as a result of governance challenges coupled with a lack of sustainable policy have aggravated the health
risks related to smoke in the country. Conclusions: The implication on the health of the children, mothers and vulnerable
groups for the future of the country is enormous and may continue if not addressed. Urgent attention therefore needs to be
focused on this area considering what this portends for the nation now and in the future.
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