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Abstract : History of Cricket: Cricket has a known history spanning from the 16th century till present, with international
matches having been played since 1844. The game of cricket arrived in Australia as soon as colonization began in 1788.
Cricketers started playing on turf wickets in the late 1800’s and dimensions for both the boundary and pitch later became
assimilated. As the years evolved, cricket bats and balls, protective equipment, playing surfaces and the three formats of the
game adapted to the playing conditions and laws of cricket. Business of Cricket: During the late 1900's, the shorter version of
the game (T20) was introduced in order to attract the crowds to stadiums and television viewers for broadcasting rights. One
could argue if this was merely a business venture or a platform for enhancing the performance of cricketers. Between the 16th
and 20th century, cricket was a common sport played for passion and pure enjoyment. Industries saw a potential in diversified
business ventures in the game (as well as other sports played globally) and cricket subsequently became a career for players,
administrators and coaches, the media, health professionals, managers and the corporate world. Pros and Cons of Cricket
Developments:  At  present,  the  game  has  significantly  gained  from the  use  of  technology,  sports  sciences  and  varied
mechanisms to optimize the performances and forecast frameworks for injury prevention in cricket players. Unfortunately,
these had not been utilized in the earlier times of cricket and it would prove interesting to observe how the greats of the game
would have benefited with such developments. Cricketers in the 21st century are faced with many overwhelming commitments.
One of these is playing cricket for 11 months in a year, making it more than 250 days away from home and their families. As
the demand of player contracts increase, the supply of commitment and performances from players increase. Way Forward and
Future Implications: The questions are: Are such disadvantages contributing to the overload and injury risks of players? How
far have we really come in the cricketing world or has everything since the game’s inception become institutionalized with a
business model? These are the fundamental  questions which need to be addressed and legislation,  policies and ethical
considerations need to be drafted and implemented. These will ensure that there is equilibrium of effective transitions and
management of not only the players, but also the credibility of the wonderful game.
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