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Abstract : Mathematics is accorded a prime position in basic education curriculum because it is envisaged to be an important
tool in preparing children for life after school as well as equipping them with skills needed for secondary and higher education.
As a result of this, the subject is made compulsory from primary through secondary school and candidates are expected to offer
it and pass before fulfilling the requirement for higher education. Against this backdrop, this paper overviewed the basic
education programme, context of teaching and learning mathematics at basic education level in Katsina State of Nigeria,
relevance of the subject to different fields of human endeavours, challenges threatening the utility of the subject as a tool for
the achievement of the goals of basic education programme and concluded by recommending how teaching and learning of
mathematics  can  be  improved  for  even  development  of  citizens  within  nation  states  and  enhanced/mutual  sustainable
development of nations in the global village.
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