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Abstract : Assessment criteria are mostly used for assessing skills like writing and speaking. However, they could be used as a
pedagogic tool to develop writing skills. A study was conducted with higher secondary learners (Class XII Kendriya Vidyalaya)
to investigate the effectiveness of assessment criteria to develop argumentative essay writing. In order to raise awareness
about the features of argumentative essay, assessment criteria were shared with the learners. Along with that, self-evaluation
checklists were given to the learners to guide them through the writing process. During the study learners wrote multiple
drafts with the help of assessment criteria, self-evaluation checklists and teacher feedback at different stages of their writing.
It was observed that learners became more aware of the features of argumentative essay which in turn improved their
argumentative essay writing. In addition the self evaluation checklists imporved their ability to reflect on their work there by
increasing learner autonomy in the class. Hence, it can be claimed that both assessment criteria and self evaluation checklists
are effective pedagogic tools to develop argumentative essay writing. Thus, teachers can be trained to create and use tools like
assessment criteria and self-evaluation checklists to develop learners’ writing skills in an effective way. The presentation would
discuss the approach adopted in the study to teach argumentative essay writing along with the rationale. The tools used in the
study would be shared and the data collected in the form of written scripts, self-evaluation checklists and student interviews
will be analyzed to validate the claims. Finally, the practical implication of the study like the ways of using assessment criteria
and checklists to raise learner awareness and autonomy, using such tools to keep the learners informed about the task
requirements and genre features, and the like will be put forward.
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