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Abstract : In Andhra Pradesh, the symptoms of climate variations in coastal villages can be observed from various studies. The
Andhra Pradesh coast is known its frequent tropical cyclones and associated floods and tidal surges causing loss of life and
property in the region. In the last decade alone, the state experienced 18 devastating storms causing huge loss to coastal
people. The year 2007 was the fourth warmest year on record since 1901 and 2009 witnessed the heat wave conditions
prevailing over the coastal Andhra Pradesh. With regarding to sea level rise (SLR), 43 percent of the coastal areas considered
to be at high risk. The main objectives of the study are: to know the perceptions of fisher people on climate variations and to
find out the awareness of the fisher people on climate variations and its effects at village and on fishing households. Altogether
150 households  were chosen purposively  for  this  study and collected information from the households  based on semi-
structured schedule. The present field-based study observed that most of the fisher people are experienced about the changes
in climate variations in their villages. The first generation fisher people expressed that the at least 1/2km of sea erosion taken
place from the last 20 years and most of them displaced. With regard to fishing activities, first generation fisher people
revealed that 20 years back they were fishing in near-shore areas, but now availability of near shore is decreased at a large
extent. The present study observed the lot of variations in growth of species in marine districts of Andhra Pradesh from the
year 2005-2010. Some species like Silver pomfret, Sole (flat fish), Chriocentrus, Thrisocies, Stakes, Rays etc. are in decaling.
The results of the study indicate that huge variation observed in growth rates of fish species. Small and traditional fishers have
drastically effected in El NiNo years than the normal years as they have not own suitable equipment such as crafts and nets.
The study discovered that many changes taken place in the fishing activities and they are: go for long distance for fishing
which increases the cost of fishing operations; decrease in fish catches. Need to take up in-depth studies in the marine villages
and tackle the situation by creating more awareness about the negative effects of climate variations among fishing households.
Suitable fish craft technology is to be supplied and create more employment opportunities for the fishers in other than fishery.
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