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Abstract : The focus of regional innovation policies is shifting from a central government to local governments. The central
government  demands  that  regions  enforce  autonomous  and  responsible  regional  innovation  policies  and  that  regional
governments  seek  for  innovation  policies  fit  for  regional  characteristics.  However,  the  central  government  and  local
governments have not arrived yet at a conclusion on what innovation policies are appropriate for regional circumstances. In
particular, even if each local government is trying to find regional innovation strategies that are based on the needs of a
region, its innovation strategies turn out to be similar with those of other regions. This leads to a consequence that is
inefficient not only at a national level, but also at a regional level. Existing researches on regional innovation types point out
that there are remarkable differences in the types or characteristics of innovation among the regions of a nation. In addition
they imply that there would be no expected innovation output in cases in which policies are enforced with ignoring such
differences. This means that it is undesirable to enforce regional innovation policies under a single standard. This research,
given this problem, aims to find out the characteristics and differences in innovation types among the regions in Korea and
suggests  appropriate  policy  implications  by  classifying  such  characteristics  and  differences.  This  research,  given  these
objectives, classified regions in consideration of the various indicators that comprise the innovation suggested by existing
related researches and illustrated policies based on such characteristics and differences. This research used recent data,
mainly from 2012, and as a methodology, clustering analysis based on multiple factor analysis was applied. Supplementary
researches on dynamically analyzing stability in regional innovation types, establishing systematic indicators based on the
regional innovation theory, and developing additional indicators are necessary in the future.
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