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Abstract : In places from Latin America to Africa, a big number of authoritarian regimes have given way to democratic forces
and increasingly responsive and open societies. Many countries have embarked upon a process of democratisation for the first
time while many others have moved to restore their democratic roots. Mexico is one of these countries, and although the
Mexican state is not democratic neither dictatorial in the strict sense the Anglo-Saxon and European tradition has defined
these concepts, it is possible to find elements that combine both concepts. History helps us understand and study the past,
interpret the present and predict the future. In the case of the Mexican political system, history has had a very specific effect in
each of the areas that comprise the making of what it is now the contemporary Mexican system. Each of the different historical
periods has left a legacy that has marked the way the political system has evolved. The historical periods that Mexico has
undergone since its emergence as an independent state, have permeated until modern days and some of these legacies are the
ones which will help us understand and interpret many of the structures of the current Mexican political system. The most
notorious characteristic of contemporary Latin America is its dependency, underdevelopment and economic disparity once this
region if compared with Europe and North America. There is a widespread persistence of economic dependence and social
problems despite the creation of independent countries. The role of the state is to supervise the development of relations
among actors. The political phenomenon is full of a constant process of transitions and the particular case of the formation of
the Mexican state evidences this.
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