
Monitoring Trends of Science and Technology Policies in South Korea
Authors : Jeonghwan Jeon
Abstract : As the science and technology(S&T) has been rapidly advanced, the national government attempts to reflect
changes in the S&T for promoting public R&D activities and economic development. Amongst others, due to the rapid advances
and changes of  S&T,  it  becomes important  to  monitor  the  trends of  S&T policies  for  formulating the new policy  and
investigating promising S&T fields. Thus, this paper aims to trace the national S&T policies during this decade for monitoring
the change of major S&T fields in the case of South Korea. As one of the organization for S&T policy in South Korea, the
National Science and Technology Council (NSTC) has been established to coordinate inter-ministerial policies and programs
and to determine all of the national and public S&T policy of South Korea. In this regard, the items on national S&T policy
determined by the NSTC are useful for understanding the needs for major S&T fields and adapting to the rapid change of S&T.
To this end, we first gathered the data on 512 items on the S&T agenda from 1999 to 2013. Based on these items, the trend of
S&T policies is monitored and the major S&T fields are derived. Differences of policy purposes between S&T fields are
identified to provide guideline for policy making such as budget allocation or investment promotion as well.
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