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Abstract : The result of the research in the field of human behavioural genetics demonstrates a genetic contribution of
behavioural differences in aggression, violence, drug and substance abuse, antisocial personality disorder and other related
traits. As the field of human behavioural genetics progresses and achieves credibility, the criminal accused continue to use its
types of evidence into the criminal law. One of the most important genetic factors which controls certain neurotransmitters like
dopamine and serotonin is the Monoamine Oxidase Acid A (MAOA) gene, known as the 'warrior gene'. The high-profile study by
Caspi and colleagues in 2002 showed that the combination between one type of variation of the MAOA gene and childhood
maltreatment  noticeably  predisposes  a  person to  antisocial  behaviour.  Moreover,  further  scientific  research shows that
individuals with the MAOA gene have to some degree difficulties in controlling their impulses. Based on the evidence of MAOA,
some criminal accused claimed difficulties in self-control. In the first case – the famous case of Mobley – the court rejected the
MAOA evidence on the ground of the lack of scientific support. In contrast, in other cases after the Mobley trial, courts
accepted the evidence of MAOA. In this paper, the issue of lack of impulse control produced by the MAOA gene and cases
which relied on the MAOA evidence and successfully being accepted will be reviewed in detail. Finally, the anticipation of the
paper for the future use of the MAOA evidence in criminal cases will be presented.
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