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Abstract : In the field of Visual Culture, Art Education students are given the opportunity to discuss topics of interest that are
closer to their own social life and media consumption habits. In contrast to the established corpus of literature and sources
about Art History, educators are challenged to find topics and examples from Popular Culture and Contemporary Art that
provide familiarity, depth and inspiration for students’ future practice, both as educators as well as artists. In order to establish
a welcoming and fruitful discussion environment at the beginning of an introductory Visual Culture Education course with
fourth year Art Education students, the class watched and subsequently discussed the movie “Vantage Point”. Using the
descriptive method and content analysis; video recordings, discussion transcripts and learning diaries were summarized to
highlight students’ critical points of view towards commonly experienced but rarely reflected on topics of Popular and Visual
Culture. As an introduction into more theory-based forms of discussion, watching and intensely discussing a movie has proven
useful by proving a combination of a familiar media type with an unfamiliar educational context. Resulting areas of interest
have served as a starting point for later research, discussion and artistic production in the scope of an introductory Visual
Culture Education course.
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