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Abstract : Rapid urban population growth means an increasing demand for urban land, particularly for housing, and also for
various other urban uses. This land is not available within cities but in peri-urban areas. The expansion of the cities into the
peri-urban areas is creating direct and indirect impacts with those living there facing new challenges and opportunities in
meeting their life needs and accommodating the by-products of urbanization. Although urbanization of these areas provides
opportunities for employment, better housing, education, knowledge and technology transfer, and ready markets for the
agricultural products, increase in population places enormous stress on natural resources and existing social services and
infrastructure, therefore causing environmental degradation. This environmental degradation is affecting agriculture for those
still holding onto their farms for agricultural purposes. This paper, using a multiple theoretical framework and qualitative
research approach, attempts to describe the positive and adverse effects of urbanization on peri-urban agriculture, using the
Town Council of Karuri within Nairobi peri-urban areas as a case study.
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