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Abstract : Dowry is a system attached to Indian marriage system, it is practice of exchanging the goods and articles in a
majority of Indian weddings. Although its practice became illegal in 1961, dowry flourishes among all social classes. Families of
the bride and groom negotiate transfer of assets to the groom and his family in exchange for marrying the bride, often within
the context of an arranged marriage. Dissatisfaction with the amount of dowry may result in abuse of the bride. In extreme
cases “dowry deaths” or the murder of the bride by her husband and his family take place. This article conducts a feminist
psychological analysis of the dowry phenomenon, its link to domestic violence against women, and the role of the perpetrators.
Existing and new explanations of the dowry system and its ramifications are explored. Psychologically dowry system is greater
mental stress for the Indian women and it is a really a part of gender discrimination. This part of the study can explore the
amount of gender discrimination in Indian society.
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