
Disparity of Learning Styles and Cognitive Abilities in Vocational Education
Authors : Mimi Mohaffyza Mohamad, Yee Mei Heong, Nurfirdawati Muhammad Hanafi, Tee Tze Kiong
Abstract : This study is conducted to investigate the disparity of between learning styles and cognitive abilities specifically in
Vocational Education. Felder and Silverman Learning Styles Model (FSLSM) was applied to measure the students’ learning
styles while the content in Building Construction Subject consists; knowledge, skills and problem solving were taken into
account in constructing the elements of cognitive abilities. There are four dimension of learning styles proposed by Felder and
Silverman intended to capture student learning preferences with regards to processing either active or reflective, perception
based on sensing or intuitive,  input of  information used visual  or  verbal  and understanding information represent with
sequential or global learner. The study discovered that students are tending to be visual learners and each type of learner
having significant difference whereas cognitive abilities. The finding may help teachers to facilitate students more effectively
and to boost the student’s cognitive abilities.
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