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Abstract : One of the most common issues in economic systems is understanding characteristics of economic activities in cities
and regions. Although there are critics to economic base models in conceptual and empirical aspects, these models are useful
tools to examining the economic structure of a nation, regions or cities. This paper uses one of the methodologies of economic
base models namely the location quotients model. Data for this model includes employment numbers of provinces and NUTS II
regions in Turkey. Time series of data covers the years of 1990, 2000, 2003, and 2009. Aim of this study is finding which
sectors are export-base and which sectors are import-base in provinces and regions. Model results show that big provinces or
powerful regions (population, size etc.) mostly have basic sectors in their economic system. However, interesting facts came
from different sectors in different provinces and regions in the model results.
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