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Abstract : The most recent terror phenomenon, which is also known as the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS), or Islamic
State (IS), has its influence felt in South Asia. This dreaded Sunni militant group, today, has become a concern in India as well.
Already affected by various terror activities in the country, the influence of the IS on the radicalised Muslim youths in India has
been watched closely by the security agencies. There had already been a few IS-related incidents in India due to which this
issue has emerged as a threat or challenge to India’s internal security. The rapid radicalisation of youths in a few states where
there are sizeable Muslim populations has gone, to some extent, in favour of the IS, particularly in the terror outfit’s
recruitment process. What has added to the worry of the Indian security agencies is the announcement of the Al-Qaeda leader,
Ayman al-Zawahari, of the creation of the Al-Qaeda in the Indian Subcontinent. In fact, this is a worrisome factor as both the
militant groups, that is, al-Qaeda and ISIS, have a similar objective to target India and to turn this South Asian country as one
of the recruiting grounds for extremists. There is also a possibility that an Indian Mujahedeen (IM) man was believed to be
instrumental in recruiting for the ISIS poor Muslims in a few Indian states. If this nexus between ISIS and India’s home-grown
terror groups manages to establish a robust link, then the headache of combating such amalgamated force will be a hard task
for Indian security agencies. In the wake of the above developments, this paper would seek to analyse the developing trend in
India in regard to IS. It would also bring out the reasons as to why further penetration of the IS influence on India would be a
grave concern in the internal security of the country. The last section of the paper would highlight the steps that have been
taken by the Indian government to tackle this menace effectively.
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