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Abstract : This paper describes an Action Research project which was undertaken to inform professional practice in order to
develop a newly created Centre for Student Success in the specific context of transnational medical and nursing education in
the Middle East.  The objectives were to enhance the academic performance,  persistence,  integration and personal  and
professional  development of  a multinational  study body,  in particular in relation to preclinical  medical  students,  and to
establish a comfortable, friendly and student-driven environment within an Irish medical university recently established in
Bahrain. Expatriating a new part of itself into a corner of the world and within a context which could be perceived as the
antithesis of itself, in particular in terms of traditional cultural and organisational values, the university has had to innovate in
the range of services, programmes and other offerings which engages and supports the academic success of medical and
nursing students as they “encounter the world in the classroom” in the context of an Arab Islamic culture but within a
European institution of transnational education, engaging with a global learning environment locally. The outcomes of the
project resulted in the development of a specific student success ‘signature’ for this particular transnational higher education
context.
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student persistence in the global-local, student support mechanisms
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