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Abstract : The small countryside city of Shandiz, with a population of about 13.297 is located 35 km to the west of the
Mashhad metropolitan. Due to Shandiz’s natural beauty, suitable climate, and its close proximity to Mashhad which is the
largest city in the eastern half of the country, many people own second houses in this area. In addition to this, Shandiz hosts
millions of visitors annually. Its economic role, which is parallel and complementary to Mashhad, has caused population
growth, the increase of activities, and physical expansion, all of which exceed the city’s capacity. The aim of this descriptive
and analytical study was to evaluate the impact of city expansion on the environment and aid in preventing further harm to the
natural environment of this perimeter. Data were collected from population and housing statistics during a different period of
time-based on GIS. Results show that the existence of an integrated environmental management system in order to coordinate
development projects and the expansion of tourism programs that meet environmental conditions are necessary and achieving
sustainable development with quality of life in this area without considering environmental limitations and capabilities cannot
be sustained.
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