
New Approach to Interactional Dynamics of E-mail Correspondence
Authors : Olga Karamalak
Abstract : The paper demonstrates a research about theoretical understanding of writing in the electronic environment as
dynamic, interactive, dialogical, and distributed activity aimed at “other-orientation” and consensual domain creation. The
purpose is to analyze the personal e-mail correspondence in the academic environment from this perspective. The focus is
made on the dynamics of interaction between the correspondents such as contact setting, orientation and co-functions; and the
text of an e-letter is regarded as indices of the write’s state or affordances in terms of ecological linguistics. The establishment
of consensual domain of interaction brings about a new stage of cognition emergence which may lead to distributed learning.
The research can play an important part in the series of works dedicated to writing in the electronic environment.
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