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Abstract : The study was carried out to investigate the perceptions of male and female Ordinary Level students on the effects
of alcohol abuse at Gatsi Secondary School. The study showed that alcohol abuse has academic, social, psychological and
health  effects  on  Ordinary  Level  students.  The  negative  effects  comprises  of  death,  dropping  out,  poor  grades,  poor
concentration, risky behaviors, impairment of the brain and central nervous system , risky behaviors and Impairment of
reproductive functioning Only students who enrolled for Ordinary Level in the 2014 academic year participated in this study.
Fifty students (25 males and 25 females) were randomly selected to participate in the study. A formal survey questionnaire was
used to collect data. The respondents were asked to use a scale of 0 (totally disagree) to 10 (completely agree) to indicate the
extent to which they agreed with each perception. The Statistical Package for Social Sciences (SPSS) version 19.0 was used for
data analysis. The Mann Whitney U test was used to test for the significance of differences in the perceptions of male and
female students. No statistically significant differences were detected between males and females in most of their perceptions
regarding the effects of  alcohol abuse on Ordinary Level  students.  However,  there were three perceptions found to be
significantly different between male and female. They comprises of “Peers influence one to drink alcohol”, “Alcohol abuse is a
major problem among male students compared to their female peers” and “ Female students should not drink beer”.It was
evident from this study that Gatsi Secondary School needs to implement more effective interventions that combat alcohol
abuse.  A  deeper  analysis  of  the  issues  that  predispose  Ordinary  Level  students  to  alcohol  abuse  should  inform  the
interventions. Consequently, unravelling the problem of negative effects of alcohol abuse was desirable because of its potential
usefulness in developing strategies that might help curb the problem and presumably improve the performance of Ordinary
Level students and above all the quality of education at Gatsi Secondary School.
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