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Abstract : Generic medicines are those where patent protection has expired, and which may be produced by manufacturers
other than the innovator company. Use of generic medicines has been increasing in recent years, primarily as a cost saving
measure in healthcare provision. Generic medicines are typically 20 – 90 % cheaper than originator equivalents. Physicians
often continue to prescribe brand-name drugs to their patients even when less expensive pharmacologically equivalent generic
drugs are available. Because generics are less expensive than their brand-name counterparts, the cost-savings to the patient is
not the only factor that physicians consider when choosing between generic and brand-name drugs. Unfortunately Physicians
in general and Libyan Physicians in particular tend to prescribe brand-name drugs, even without evidence of their therapeutic
superiority,  because  neither  they  nor  their  insured  patients  bear  these  drugs’  increased  cost  with  respect  to  generic
substitutes. This study is to compare the quality of five different prednisolone tablets of the same strength from different
companies  under  different  trade  names:  Julphar,  October  pharma,  Akums,  Actavis,  Pfizer  compared  them  with  pure
prednisolone reference (BPCRS).
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