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Abstract : Bilingualism is the use/existence of two languages in the repertoire of an individual or a community. This linguistic
phenomenon may encourage the use of Bilingual Education/Instruction for the teaching of English as a Second Language.
Bilingual Education is the teaching of academic content in two languages in most cases simultaneously in multilingual/bilingual
communities. This study is an attempt at investigating the impact of Bilingual Education for the teaching of English as a
Second Language. The study examines the performance of students in English language examinations in two selected
secondary schools that employ Monolingual and Bilingual Education respectively. The schools: Demonstration Secondary
School and Higher Islamic Studies Secondary School are public schools that exist side by side at A.D.Rufa’i College of
Education, Legal and General Studies Misau, Bauchi State, Nigeria. The choice of the two schools is deliberate because of their
existence in the same learning environment, the same public status and bein managed by the same administration. The only
difference lies in the use of Bilingual Education for classroom instruction by the former and Monolingual Education by the
latter. While Demonstration Secondary School uses English Language as the only Language of instruction, Higher Islamic
Studies Secondary School employs English and Arabic for classroom instruction. The study employs qualitative research
methods for the collection, presentation and analysis of data. Purposive sampling is employed in selecting students of Senior
Secondary School 3 (SS3) from each school as the only participants in the research and a questionnaire was administered on
fifty students each in addition to analyzing and comparing the students’ performance based on the Final Certificate
Examinations Results. The findings of this study reveal that Bilingual Education slows the rate of learning English as a Second
Language and affects learning proficiency. The study recommends the intensive use of the Target Language (English) for the
teaching of English as a Second Language. It suggests the adequate use of Language Laboratory, constant listening of
international English media organizations like British Broadcasting Corporation (BBC), practical communicative engagement of
learners in the Target Language in classroom and outside among other strategies for effective learning.
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