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Abstract : This study explores environmental justice issues among Bedouin communities in Israel’s Negev region, focusing on
energy access and their exclusion from state-supported energy services. As a historically marginalized and indigenous
population, Bedouins face intersecting inequities, including limited access to national grid energy, waste management, access
to water, systematic discrimination, and environmental harms such as industrial pollution and land degradation. Employing
Pellow’s Critical Environmental Justice framework, this research examines how power relations and intersecting identities -
ethnicity, class, and indigeneity - shape energy exclusion. Utilizing K. Arrow’s Barriers Analysis framework, it identifies the
multifaceted barriers obstructing equitable energy access, including structural policy deficiencies, socio-economic constraints,
and administrative neglect. The study also highlights Bedouins’ resilience, advocacy, and community-led strategies to address
these challenges through the adoption of solar energy. A mixed-methods approach integrates quantitative data with qualitative
narratives from community leaders, policymakers, and activists, revealing the multidimensional nature of energy inequities in
the Negev. Findings emphasize the urgent need for inclusive energy policies that address intersectional barriers and prioritize
environmental justice in planning and management. By advancing discourse on energy equity, this research underscores the
importance of integrating marginalized communities into sustainable energy systems, contributing to the development of
equitable energy policies and fostering pathways toward environmental justice and sustainable development.
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