
Election Administration for Pakistan’s Overseas Voters: An Interview Study
Authors : Adnan Skhawat Ali
Abstract : Overseas voting was a long debatable issue in Pakistan because major political parties claimed that their overseas
voters could not participate in the electoral system. In the history of Pakistan, the first time Election Management body-
Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP), gave political rights to overseas Pakistanis in 2018 and promoted the true spirit of
democracy to give political rights to those people who are living abroad. The main aim of this study is to highlight the crucial
factors that are the main hindrance to overseas voting registration.  This study conducted purposive sampling and held
overseas voters’, from all over the world interviewed for the deep understanding of their behavior towards national politics and
elections.  This  study  highlighted  the  factors  which  are  hindrances  in  the  registration  of  overseas  voters  and  election
administration. These factors are lack of mass media campaign, lack of technical knowledge, complicated registration process,
and no information sharing cells in concerned embassies and consulates. ECP should disseminate information about overseas
voting via foreign embassies or consulate generals because these are more effective ways to provide information to the
Pakistani community/overseas and conduct mass media awareness campaigns to properly inform citizens. Citizens have not
only supported the country in terms of remittances but have also made the country’s image in front of other country’s citizens.
Keywords : election administration, political parties, election management body, overseas Pakistanis, elections, registration of
overseas voters
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