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Abstract : This study examines why young, privileged Chinese individuals emigrate, how they sustain fluid, ongoing
movement, and the life goals through migrant entrepreneurship. Through interviews with 30 young Chinese migrant
entrepreneurs in the UK, this study reveals that they migrate primarily to escape an increasingly "risk society", characterized
by reduced social and personal freedoms, a hostile business environment, and hyper-competition within professional and
entrepreneurial sectors in the PRC. In this context, elite-oriented immigration policies of Northern countries align with these
migrants' goals, creating a duality of 'neoliberalism as exception' and 'exceptions to neoliberalism', which facilitates selective
entry for young, privileged Chinese. Intriguingly, even within the perceived context of an increasingly 'risk society,' young,
privileged migrants are hesitant to relinquish their Chinese nationality, despite having diligently obtained UK residency. This
choice reflects a deliberate strategy to cultivate 'mobility capital'. A Northern country's residency offers mobility to exit China
when “risks” emerge, while Chinese nationality enables a strategic return when advantageous. This study contributes to the
literature on how young, privileged Chinese individuals from the not-so-distant ‘Deng Xiaoping Era’ view China’s ongoing “New
Era” as shaping their future aspirations with uncertainty; it examines how revenue-driven immigration controls in postcolonial
Northern countries impact Southern elites by enabling them to project their domestic inequality issues onto a global scale
through the use of mobility capital. In this study, it term these young Chinese elites "Chinese Ubermensches," an unparalleled
phenomenon in Chinese migration history.
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