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Abstract : Urban planning today faces unprecedented challenges as cities strive for sustainability in response to climate
change, rapid population growth, and the increasing demand for green infrastructure. In this context, effective leadership
becomes as essential as innovative design and technology. Rick Denley’s keynote, Resilient Leadership in Sustainable Urban
Planning: Embracing Change to Shape Future Cities, focuses on equipping urban planners, academics, and industry leaders
with the leadership tools necessary to guide their teams and projects through complex transitions. His session addresses the
essential role of leadership in driving sustainable urban transformations, adapting to changing environmental demands, and
fostering collaborative approaches to green infrastructure initiatives. Rick’s keynote is grounded in his Change Growth
Formula, a practical framework he has developed over years of leading corporate transformations and advising on resilience
and growth. His talk will focus on how urban planning professionals can cultivate adaptability, inspire innovative thinking, and
lead their teams to achieve impactful urban projects that prioritize sustainable landscapes, water management, and green
spaces. Attendees will gain actionable insights on building a resilient mindset, leveraging collaborative partnerships, and
aligning urban planning initiatives with environmental goals. This session is aligned with the conference’s objectives to share
interdisciplinary knowledge, explore innovative solutions, and address critical challenges in urban landscape and urban
planning. Rick’s approach combines insights from leadership theory with real-world applications in urban planning, making his
talk relevant for professionals seeking both inspiration and practical tools to lead sustainable transformations.
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