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Abstract : Pakistan was meant to be a progressive modern Muslim nation state since its inception in 1947. Its birth was a big
hope for the Muslims of Sub-continent to transform their societies on Islamic lines—the promise which made them unite and
vote for Pakistan during independence movement. This was the vision put forwarded by Allama Iqbal and Muhammad Ali
Jinnah—the two founding fathers of Pakistan. Dwelling on interpretive/ analytical approach, this paper analyzes the thoughts
and reflections of Iqbal and Jinnah to understand the issues of collective identity formation in Pakistan. It argues that there
may be traced two distinct identity models in the thoughts and reflections of these two leading figures of Pakistan movement:
First may be called as ‘faith-based identity model’ while the other may be named as ‘interests-based identity model’. These can
also be entitled as ‘Islam-as-faith model’ and ‘Islam-as-ideology model’. Former seeks the diffusion of power by cultural/ faith
based means and thus society remains independent in determining its change. While the later goes on to open and expand the
power realm by maximizing the role of state in determining the social change. With the help of these models, it can better be
explained that what made Pakistani society fail in the collective political identity construction, hindering thus the political
potential of the society to be utilized for initiating state formation and societal growth. As a result, today, we see a state that is
often rebelled and resisted on the name of ethnicity, religion and sectarianism on one hand and by the ordinary folk when and
wherever possible.
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