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Abstract : Self-instructional materials are at the heart of instructional delivery in Open and Distance Learning (ODL). The
success of any ODL institution depends on the availability of instructional materials in quality and quantity. An ODL study
material is expected to fully play the teacher plays in the face-to-face learning environment. In Nigeria, efforts to deliver ODL
learning materials have been peculiarly challenging. Although researchers are unrelenting in hewing out ways to make ODL
delivery in Africa generally and Nigeria in particular, meet the learners’ needs and acceptable global practices, the prospects
of integrating instructional media into distance learning courses are largely unexplored. In the present study, we critically
examine the prospects of integration of instructional media into ODL courses for pedagogic and other benefits it portends for
delivery via the distance learning mode. Although efforts to integrate media in ODL have been recorded before now, the reality
has not matched the expectation so far in Nigeria. This does not mean that the existing instructional materials have not
produced any significant positive results in improving the overall learning (and teaching) experience in its institutions; it
implies  that  increased integration as  suggested here will  further  improve the experience as  well  as  bring up the new
challenges. Obstacles and problems of instructional materials and media development that could have affected the open
educational resource initiatives are well established. The first aspect of this paper recalls the revolutionary strides that ODL
brought to delivery of education in Nigeria particularly. The other aspect is on what instructional media are, their role,
prospects and challenges for ODL in Nigeria; these are examined vis a vis the challenges of development, production and
distribution of print instructional materials as the major format of instructional delivery at Nigeria’s only single mode ODL
institution, NOUN. In the third aspect, we justify the need and benefits of integrating instructional media into the courses and
make recommendations.
Keywords : instructional delivery, instructional media, ODL, media integration, Nigeria, self-instructional materials
Conference Title : ICEIT 2015 : International Conference on Educational and Instructional Technology
Conference Location : London, United Kingdom
Conference Dates : January 19-20, 2015

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Educational and Pedagogical Sciences

Vol:9, No:01, 2015

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 E
du

ca
tio

na
l a

nd
 P

ed
ag

og
ic

al
 S

ci
en

ce
s 

Vo
l:9

, N
o:

01
, 2

01
5 

pu
bl

ic
at

io
ns

.w
as

et
.o

rg
/a

bs
tr

ac
ts

/1
93

51
.p

df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 9(01) 2015 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/19351.pdf

