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Abstract : The analysis of the spatial disparities of social marginalization is a requirement in the present-day socio-economic
and political context of Romania, an East-European state, member of the European Union since 2007, at present faced with the
imperatives of the growth of its territorial cohesion. The main objective of this article is to develop a methodology for the
assessment of social marginalization, in order to understand the intensity of the marginalization phenomenon at different
spatial scales. The article proposes a social marginalization index (SMI), calculated through the integration of ten indicators
relevant for the two components of social marginalization: the material component and the symbolical component. The results
highlighted a strong connection between the total degree of social marginalization and the dependence on social benefits,
unemployment rate, non-inclusion in the compulsory education, criminality rate, and the type of pension insurance.
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