World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Educational and Pedagogical Sciences
Vol:19, No:08, 2025

Youth Empowerment: A Pathway to Unlocking Entrepreneurial Skills and
Employability in Enugu State, Nigeria

Authors : Odenigbo Veronica Ngozi, Ukwuaba Loretta Chika, Ukamaka Eze

Abstract : This study delved into youth’s empowerment pathway to unlocking entrepreneurial skills and employability in
Enugu state, Nigeria. The purpose of the study is to ascertain the effect of youth joblessness in Enugu State. Two research
questions guided the study, and two null hypotheses, which were formulated and tested at a 0.05 level of significance, were
used for the analysis. A descriptive survey research design was employed for the study. The population for the study consisted
of 103 male and female youths in Enugu state, who were randomly sampled among youths as respondents. A structured
questionnaire which was developed by researchers and titled ‘Youth Empowerment a Pathway to Unlocking Entrepreneurial
Skills and Employability (YEPUESEQ)’, was used to elicit information from the respondents. The instrument was validated by
three experts, one from the Department of Measurement and Evaluation and two from the Department of Continuing Education
and Development Studies, all from Enugu State University of Science and Technology, Agbani (ESUT). Cronbach Alpha
reliability estimate was used to determine the internal consistency of the instrument with a reliability index of 0.74, indicating
that the instrument is highly reliable and suitable to elicit information from the respondent. Data collected were analyzed using
mean and standard deviation to answer the two research questions, while the null hypotheses were tested at 0.05 level of
significance using a t-test. The findings of the study indicated that when the youths are jobless, they tend to join bad gangs in
as much as they can get money, but when they are empowered, they tend towards supporting themselves, the community, and
the nation as a whole in bringing in human, economic and social development to society. Based on the findings, the researchers
recommended, among others, that the government should establish skill acquisition centers while the youths can enroll for a
particular skill of their choice with good facilities, infrastructures and qualified facilitators.
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