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Abstract : This study provides an overview of ancient manuscripts, including their historical significance, current digital
preservation methods, and the challenges we face in safeguarding these invaluable resources. India has a long-standing
tradition of manuscript preservation, with texts that span a wide range of subjects, from religious scriptures to scientific
treatises. These manuscripts were written on various materials, including palm leaves, parchment, metal, bark, wood, animal
skin, and paper. These manuscripts offer a deep insight into India's cultural and intellectual history. Ancient manuscripts are
crucial historical records, providing valuable insights into past civilizations and knowledge systems. As these physical
documents become increasingly fragile, digital preservation methods have become essential to ensure their continued
accessibility. Digital preservation involves several key techniques. Scanning and digitization create high-resolution digital
images of manuscripts, while reprography produces copies to reduce wear on originals. Digital archiving ensures proper
storage and management of these digital files, and preservation of electronic data addresses modern formats like web pages
and emails. Despite its benefits, digital preservation faces several challenges. Technological obsolescence, data integrity
issues, and the resource-intensive nature of the process are significant hurdles. Securing adequate funding is particularly
challenging due to high initial costs and ongoing expenses. Looking ahead, the future of digital preservation is promising.
Advancements in technology, increased collaboration among institutions, and the development of sustainable funding models
will enhance the preservation and accessibility of these important historical documents.
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