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Abstract : The nexus between migration, national security, and human rights has become increasingly complex, particularly
within Nigeria's geopolitical landscape. This study explores how Nigeria navigates the balance between safeguarding national
security and upholding human rights amidst escalating regional crises, such as conflicts in the Lake Chad Basin and the Sahel.
Through a comprehensive analysis of policy frameworks, security measures, and human rights protocols, this paper critically
examines the challenges and opportunities in Nigeria's approach. The study employed a multidisciplinary methodology,
integrating perspectives from International Relations, Human Security Studies, and Migration Law to provide a holistic
understanding of the issue. Drawing on primary data from government reports, policy documents, and interviews with key
stakeholders, alongside secondary literature, the study reveals a persistent tension between security imperatives and human
rights obligations. While Nigeria has made strides in enhancing its security architecture, the findings highlight significant gaps
in the protection of migrants' rights, often exacerbated by external pressures and domestic political dynamics. The paper
argues that a recalibration of Nigeria's security and human rights policies is imperative for achieving sustainable peace and
security in the region. By offering policy recommendations rooted in international best practices, this study contributes to the
ongoing discourse on migration and security in West Africa and provides a framework for other nations grappling with similar
challenges. This research underscores the need for an integrated approach that transcends traditional security paradigms,
advocating a more inclusive and human-centered strategy in addressing the complexities of migration and national security.
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