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Abstract : Education has greater importance particularly in terms of increasing human capital and economic competitiveness.
It plays a crucial role in terms of cognitive and skill development. Its plays a vital role in process of socialization, fostering
social justice, and enhancing social cohesion. Policy related to education has been always a priority for developed countries,
which is later adopted by developing countries also. The government of India has also brought change in education polices in
line with recognizing change at national and supranational level. However, quality education is still not become an open door
for every child in India and several reports are produced year to year about level of school education in India. This paper is
concerned with schooling in India. Particularly, it focuses on two government and two private schools in Bihar, but reference
has made to schools in Delhi especially around slum communities. The paper presents brief historical context and an overview
of current school systems in India. Later, it focuses on analysis of current development in policy in reference with field
observation, which is anchored around choice, diversity, market – orientation and gap between different groups of pupils.
There is greater degree of difference observed at private and government school levels in terms of quality of teachers, method
of  teaching and overall  environment of  learning.  The paper concludes that  the recent  policy development in  education
particularly Sarva Siksha Abhiyaan (SAA) and Right to Education Act (2009) has required renovating new approach to bridge
the gap through broader consultation at grassroots and participatory approach with different stakeholders.
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