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Abstract : In Malawi, empowering youth-led cooperatives is a pivotal strategy for fostering sustainable development and
nurturing inclusive growth. The study delves into the pressing need to understand the impact and potential of youth-led
cooperatives  in  driving  socio-economic  progress  within  the  country.  Through  a  mixed-methods  approach  encompassing
qualitative interviews,  surveys,  and case studies,  this  research investigates the role of  these cooperatives in promoting
entrepreneurship, community engagement, and sustainable practices among young individuals. The results underscore the
significant contribution of youth-led cooperatives towards economic empowerment and social inclusion in Malawi, highlighting
their capacity to spur innovation and address local challenges effectively. The study concludes that supporting and investing in
youth-led  cooperatives  is  imperative  for  advancing  sustainable  development  goals  and  achieving  inclusive  growth.
Recommendations include tailored support mechanisms, capacity-building programs, and strategic partnerships to enhance the
resilience and scalability of youth-led cooperative initiatives in Malawi.
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