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Abstract : Like any other country, Ethiopia's state government has reached today by undergoing many political changes. Until
the last quarter of the 19th century, the aristocratic regimes of Ethiopia were using their infinite mystical power to shape the
traditional public administrative institutions of the country. Mystical, feudal, social, and revolutionary political systems were
used as sources of  ruling power to the long-lasted monarchical,  military and dictatorial  regimes.  For a country that is
struggling to escape from the vicious cycle of poverty, famines, and civil wars, understanding how political regimes reform
public policies and institutions is necessary for several reasons. A retrospective policy analysis approach is employed to
determine how public policies are shaped by institutional factors and why the traditional public administration paradigm of
Ethiopia continues to date despite regime changes. Using the experiences of political reforms practiced in four successive
regimes (1916-2023), this retrospective analysis reveals a causal relationship among policy, institutional, and political failures.
Moreover, Ethiopia's law-making and policy-making background significantly reflects the behavior of governments and their
institutions. With a macro-level policy analysis in mind, the paper analyzes why the recent policy and institutional reforms
twisted the country into unresolved military catastrophes.
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