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Abstract : Urban insecurity is among the challenges militating against sustainable urban governance; in the first place it
distorts the peace of urban areas making them unsafe. On the other hand it hinders the effective performance of urban
functions. Urban security challenges manifest in different forms such as, street violence, theft and robbery, accidents of
different types kidnapping, killings etc.. Efforts to address urban security challenges in Nigeria have been concentrated in
legislative, law enforcement and the use of community vigilante groups. However in this study, the place of physical planning
strategy through effective neighbourhood renewal as practiced in Mokola is presented as an effective complementary approach
for addressing urban insecurity. On this backdrop, the paper recommends the need for gradual rehabilitation of urban slum
neighborhoods  by  the  state  government  in  collaboration  with  World  Bank and other  development  financiers.  The local
governments should be made autonomy in Nigeria so as to make them more responsible to the people. Other recommendations
suggested  in  the  paper  include  creating  enabling  environment  that  will  promote  economic  empowerment  and  public
enlightment on personal and community sanitation. It is certain that if these recommendations are adopted the challenge of
urban insecurity will reduce significantly in Nigerian cities.
Keywords : neighbourhood renewal, pilot project, slum upgrading, urban security
Conference Title : ICSW 2015 : International Conference on Solid Waste
Conference Location : Paris, France
Conference Dates : June 25-26, 2015

World Academy of Science, Engineering and Technology
International Journal of Environmental and Ecological Engineering

Vol:9, No:06, 2015

O
pe

n 
Sc

ie
nc

e 
In

de
x,

 E
nv

iro
nm

en
ta

l a
nd

 E
co

lo
gi

ca
l E

ng
in

ee
rin

g 
Vo

l:9
, N

o:
06

, 2
01

5 
pu

bl
ic

at
io

ns
.w

as
et

.o
rg

/a
bs

tr
ac

ts
/1

91
13

.p
df

ISNI:0000000091950263International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 9(06) 2015 1

https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/19113.pdf

