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Abstract : Purpose: The purpose of this study is to analyze how the adoption of cloud accounting systems influences the
governance practices and performance of boards of directors in MENA countries. The research aims to identify the benefits
and challenges associated with cloud accounting and its role in improving board efficiency and oversight. Methodology: This
research employs a mixed-method approach, combining quantitative surveys and qualitative interviews with board members
and financial officers from a diverse range of companies in the MENA region. The quantitative data is analyzed to determine
patterns and correlations, while qualitative insights provide a deeper understanding of the contextual factors influencing cloud
accounting adoption and its impacts. Findings: The findings indicate that cloud accounting significantly enhances the decision-
making capabilities of boards by providing real-time financial information and facilitating better communication among board
members. Companies using cloud accounting reports improved financial oversight and more timely and accurate financial
reporting. However, the research also identifies challenges such as cybersecurity concerns, resistance to change, and the need
for ongoing training and support. Practical Implications: The study suggests that MENA companies can benefit from investing
in cloud accounting technologies to improve board governance and strategic decision-making. It highlights the importance of
addressing cybersecurity issues and providing adequate training for board members to maximize the advantages of cloud
accounting. Originality: This research contributes to the limited literature on cloud accounting in the MENA region, offering
valuable insights for policymakers, business leaders, and academics. It underscores the transformative potential of cloud
accounting for enhancing board performance and corporate governance in emerging markets.
Keywords : cloud accounting, board of directors, MENA region, corporate governance, financial transparency, real-time data,
decision-making, cybersecurity, technology adoption
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