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Abstract : Textiles, fashion, and architecture, though seemingly disparate fields, share a deep and evolving relationship. This
paper explores the intersection of these disciplines, examining how the tactile, structural, and aesthetic qualities of textiles
have influenced both fashion and architecture over time. By investigating historical and contemporary examples, this paper
seeks to unravel the ways in which textiles and fashion have not only shaped architectural design but have also acted as a
bridge between functionality, art, and human experience in the built environment.Textiles have been integral to human culture
since the dawn of civilization. Their presence transcends mere functionality, serving as a medium for artistic expression,
cultural identity, and social commentary. Fashion, derived from textiles, has long been associated with personal identity and
societal trends, while architecture reflects human needs, environmental context, and cultural values. This paper posits that the
relationship between textiles, fashion, and architecture is more interconnected than often perceived, with each influencing and
inspiring the other across time. Textiles in Architectural Design: From ancient draperies in temples to tapestries in castles,
textiles have adorned structures, softening rigid spaces and adding layers of warmth and luxury. Fabric screens and curtains
have also served functional purposes, such as controlling light, acoustics, and temperature. Fashion as Architectural
Expression: Renaissance and Baroque fashion used exaggerated forms, corsetry, and layers to mirror the grandiosity of
architectural styles of the time. Clothing acted as wearable architecture, with structured garments mirroring the strong lines
and curves of buildings..Structural Textiles in Architecture: In the 21st century, textiles are no longer just decorative; they
have become integral to architectural innovation. Materials like tensile fabrics and smart textiles are used in creating flexible,
lightweight structures. Iconic examples include Frei Otto’s work with tensile membranes, seen in the Munich Olympic
Stadium.Technological advancements have drastically transformed the relationship between textiles, fashion, and architecture.
Digital tools like 3D printing and laser cutting allow designers in both fields to push the limits of form and structure. Smart
textiles that react to environmental stimuli are being explored for use in both wearable technology and adaptable architecture,
such as facades that change in response to weather conditions. Textiles, fashion, and architecture are inextricably linked
through their shared exploration of form, structure, and expression. This interdisciplinary relationship continues to evolve,
driven by technological advancements and a growing emphasis on sustainability. As fashion becomes more architectural in its
construction and architecture more fluid in its forms, the lines between these disciplines blur, offering new possibilities for
creativity and functionality in both wearable and built environments.

Keywords : textiles in architecture, fashion and architecture, textile architecture, structural textiles, wearable architecture,
architectural fashion

Conference Title : ICTF 2024 : International Conference on Textiles and Fashion

Conference Location : Toronto, Canada

Conference Dates : September 19-20, 2024

Open Science Index, Materials and Textile Engineering Vol:18, No:09, 2024 publications.waset.org/abstracts/190547.pdf

International Scholarly and Scientific Research & Innovation 18(09) 2024 1 ISNI:0000000091950263


https://publications.waset.org/abstracts/190547.pdf

