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Abstract : Based on Fishman’s Theoretical Paradigm (1991), we shall first discuss his three value positions for the case of the
so called minority native languages in Algeria and how they may be included into a global language teaching program in
Algeria. We shall then move on to his scale on language loss, language maintenance and language renewal with illustrating
examples taken from the Algerian context. The second part of our talk relates to pedagogical issues on how to proceed for a
smooth transition from mother tongue to school tongue, what methods or approaches suit best the teaching of mother tongue
and school tongue (Immersion Programs, The Natural Approach, Applied Literacy Programs, The Berlitz Method, etc.). We
shall end up our talk on how one may reshuffle the current issues on the “Arabic-only” movement and the abrupt transition
from mother tongue to school tongue in use today by opting for teaching programs that involve pre-school language acquisition
and in-school language acquisition grammars, and thus pave the way to effective language teaching programs and living
curricula and pedagogies such as language nests, intergenerational continuity, communication and identity teaching programs,
which result in better language teaching models that make language policies become a reality.
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