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Abstract : Poetry analysis plays a vital role in promoting critical thinking, literary appreciation, and language skills among
learners. This paper proposes an innovative multimodal teaching approach that combines traditional textual analysis of poems
with multimodal educational semiotic analysis of animated poetry films. The aim is to present a methodological framework
through which poetry concepts and elements, along with the visual and auditory components in animated poetry films, can be
comprehensively  illuminated.  Traditional  textual  analysis  involves  close  reading,  linguistic  examination,  and  thematic
exploration to identify, discuss, and apply poetry concepts. When combined with a multimodal edusemiotic analysis of the
semiotic signs and codes present in animated poetry films, new perspectives emerge that enrich the interpretation of poetry.
Furthermore,  the  proposed  integrated  approach,  as  prescribed  by  CAPS,  enhances  a  holistic  understanding  of  poetry
terminology  and elements,  as  well  as  complex  linguistic  and  visual  patterns  that  promote  visual  literacy,  refined  data
interpretation skills, and learner engagement in the poetry classroom. To illustrate this phenomenon, the poem My mamma is
bossies (My mom’s bonkers) by Jeanne Goosen (prescribed for Grade 10 Afrikaans Home Language learners in the CAPS
curriculum) will be discussed. This study aims to contribute to the existing Afrikaans poetry curriculum but also equip all
language educators to cultivate poetry appreciation, critical thinking, and creativity among learners in the ever-evolving
landscape of education.
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